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My choice of Muhammad to lead the list of the world's most influential persons
may surprise some readers and may be questioned by others, but he was the only
man in history who was supremely successful on both the religious and secular
levels.

Michael Hart in 'The 100, A Ranking of the Most Influential Persons In History,' p.33
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If the grandeur of the aim, the smallness of the means, the immensity of the results
are the three measures of a man’s genius, who would dare humanly compare a
great man of modern history with Muhammad?
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Circumstances changed, but the prophet of God did not. In victory or in defeat, in
power or in adversity, in affluence or in indigence, he is the same man¢ disclosed
the same character. Like all the ways and laws of God, Prophets of God are
unchangeable.

24 o Mhuhammad The Prophet of Islam : ggbds ludaS4S 4

Ramakrishna Roa, Koneru (1989). Mhuhammad The Prophet of Islam. 1st ed.
Riyadh: World Assembly of Muslim Youth, p.24.
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It was the rigid simplicity, the utter self- [RCESE]
effaicement of the Prophet, the scrupulous
regard for pledges, his intense devotion to his friends and followers, his intrepidity,
his fearlessness, his absolute trust in God and his own mission. These and not the
sword carried everything before them and surmounted every obstacle. As I do
not regard any human being absolutely perfect, be he a prophet or an avatar, it is
unnecessary for me to be able to explain to the censor’s satisfaction every detail of
the Prophet’s life. It is enough for me to know that he was a man among millions
who tried to walk in the fear of God died a poor man, wanted no grand mausoleum
for his mortal remains and who did not forget even on his death-bed the least of
his creditors.

Mahatma Gandhi, statement published i <Young India,» 11/ 9 1924
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It is not the propagation but the permanency of his religion that deserves our
wonder, the same pure and perfect impression which he engraved at Mecca

and Medina is preserved, after the revolutions of twelve centuries by the In-
dian, the African and the Turkish proselytes of the Koran.

Ockley. Simon. (.45 5 History of the Saracen Empire : gsbds JusdaS4S &
.(1870). History of the Saracen Empire. 1st ed. London: A. Murray. p.54
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In the man, no one can fail to see elements of power and human greatness... Judged
by the smallness of the means at his disposal, and the extent and permanence of the

work he accomplished, no name in the world’s story shines with a more specious
lustre than that of the prophet of Mecca.

(227-228 o dIslam and Its Founder) gsbds JuydaS4assS 4

Stobart, James William Hampson (1884). Islam and Its Founder. London: Society
for Promoting Christian Knowledge, pp.227-228.
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If we judge greatness by influence, he was one of the giants of history. He un-
dertook to raise the spiritual and moral level of a people harassed into barbarism
by heat and foodless wastes, and he succeeded more completely than any other
reformer; seldom has any man so fully realized his dream... When he began, Ara-
bia was a desert flotsam of idolatrous tribes; when he died it was a nation. He
restrained fanaticism and superstition, but he used them. Upon Judaism, Zoroas-
trianism, and his native creed he built a religion simple and clear and strong, and
a morality of ruthless courage and racial pride, which in a generation marched to
a hundred victories, in a century to empire, and remains to this day a virile force
through half the world.
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Revered to the edge of idolatry, copied and illuminated
with loving skill and care, used as the book from which the
Moslem learned to read, and then again as the core and
summit of his education, the Koran has for thirteen cen-
turies filled the memory, aroused the imagination, molded
the character, and perhaps chilled the intellect, of hundreds
of millions of men. It gave to simple souls the simplest, least
mystical, least ritualistic, of all creeds, free from idolatry
and sacerdotalism. Its message raised the moral and cul-
tural level of its followers, promoted social order and unity,
inculcated hygiene, lessened superstition and cruelty, bet-
tered the condition of slaves, lifted the lowly to dignity and
pride, and produced among Moslems (barring the revels
of some caliphs) a degree of sobriety and temperance un-
equaled elsewhere in the white man’s world. It gave men an
uncomplaining acceptance of the hardships and limitations
of life, and at the same time stimulated them to the most
astonishing expansion in history. And it defined religion
in terms that any orthodox Christian or Jew might accept:

Righteousness is not that ye turn your faces to the East or
to the West, but righteousness is this: whosoever believeth
in God, and the Last Day, and the angels, and the Book, and
the Prophets; and whosoever, for the love of God, giveth of
his wealth unto his kindred, unto orphans, and the poor,
and the wayfarer, and to the beggar, and for the release of
captives; and whoso observeth prayer... and, when they
have covenanted, fulfill their covenant; and who are pa-
tient in adversity and hardship and in the times of violence:
these are the righteous, these are they who believe in the
Lord! (ii, 177).
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